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Short Abstract: 

The Mediterranean region is increasingly shaped by overlapping crises—ecological, political, and 

social—that necessitate novel approaches to thinking, researching, and collaborating. 

Introducing the 2024-2027 EUniWell research initiative on Crisis and Conviviality in the 

Mediterranean (CCMed), this panel asks: how do colonial and imperial histories shape 

Mediterranean presents and futures, and how do convivial practices emerge and are mobilized to 

navigate and transform crises across the region? 

 

Abstract: 

The Mediterranean region is increasingly shaped by overlapping crises—ecological, political, and 

social—that necessitate novel approaches to thinking, researching, and collaborating within the 

region. This panel, organized by the Mediterranean Liminalities Research Lab at the University of 

Cologne, introduces the 2024-2027 EUniWell research initiative on Crisis and Conviviality in the 

Mediterranean (CCMed). CCMed is dedicated to exploring how convivial practices emerge and 

are mobilized to navigate and transform crises.  

 

The panel will present ongoing research from the three thematic research areas of CCMed: 1) 

Sense-making, Environmental Change, and Heritage; 2) Nation-states, Communities, People on 

the Move, and Publics; and 3) Religious Conviviality, Contestations, Memory, and History. Our 

panelists will engage in a discussion on multidisciplinary perspectives for future Mediterranean 

research and Mediterranean futures. Key questions will focus on how these thematic areas are 

intertwined through shared colonial and imperial histories in the region: how do colonial and 

imperial histories materialize in shared Mediterranean socio-political, multicultural, and 

multireligious landscapes that can be described and interrogated through the lens of political 

activism in past and present perspectives? In what ways do practices of political activism, 

memory-making, and identity negotiation resonate across different Mediterranean contexts—

past and present—and shape Mediterranean futures? How can a focus on crisis and conviviality 

help us rethink the relationship between power and transformation in the region? 

https://www.euniwell.eu/news-events/events/detail/celebrating-five-years-of-euniwell-well-being-for-our-futures
https://www.euniwell.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Blog-2025/20251010_Programme_for_Celebrating_Five_Years_of_EUniWell_on_22-23_October_2025.pdf
https://mediterranean.uni-koeln.de/


The panel is open to all interested in the Mediterranean region and the challenges of 

multidisciplinary research and methodologies. 

 

Speakers: 

1. Andreas Guidi, Institut national des langues et civilisations orientales INALCO, 

andreas.guidi@inalco.fr 

2. Frédéric Al Chalabi, University of Nantes, frederic.alchalabi@univ-nantes.fr 

3. Nina ter Laan, University of Cologne, nterlaan@uni-koeln.de 

 

Organizers: 

• Christoph Lange, University of Cologne, c.lange@uni-koeln.de 

• Emanuele De Simone, University of Cologne, esimone@uni-koeln.de 
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